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Intelligence Sections in the Offices of Chiefs of Arms and Services  




This document consists of a memorandum  instructing senior staff officers in the 
headquarters of the War Department to set up intelligence sections in their offices.   Those senior 
Army  staff officers included the Chief of the Air Corps, the Chief of the Chemical Warfare 
Service, the Chief of Engineers, the Chief of Ordnance, the Chief Signal Officer , the 
Quartermaster General, and the Surgeon General. Also included are a “Distribution Sheet” 
showing who copies were sent to and a letter from the National Archives forwarding the 
memorandum to Robert L. Bolin.  
The memorandum was a charter for organizations that grew into large intelligence agencies 
in the Army and the Department of Defense.  
During World War II, the Chemical Warfare Service, the Corps of Engineers, the Department 
of Ordnance, Signal Corps, Quartermaster Corps, the Medical Department, and the newly created 
Transportation Corps came to be known as the Army Technical Services.    During the war the 
offices of the chiefs of the Technical Services grew considerably as did the intelligence sections 
in them.    
The intelligence sections survived retrenchment after World War II.  In the 1950s, several of 
those intelligence sections evolved into small specialized intelligence agencies including the 
Army Chemical Corps Intelligence Agency,  Army Ordnance Intelligence Agency,  the  Army 
Signal Intelligence Agency, Army Quartermaster Intelligence Agency, The Army Medical 
Information and Intelligence Agency,  and the  Army Transportation Intelligence Agency.  
During the early 1960s, the Army Technical Services were reorganized radically and the 
intelligence activities in the Technical Services were incorporated into the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and a new Army technical intelligence agency.  
 
• 
AG 321.19 M.I.D. 
(8-16-4Q)M-B-M 
War Department 
The·Adjutcnt GeneralIs Office 
Washington 
SUBJECT: Intelligence Sections in the Offices of 
Chiefs of Arms and Services. 
TO: Chief of Coast Artillery, 
Chief of Air Corps, 
Chief of Chemical Warfare Service, 
Chief of Engineers, 
Chief of Ordnance, 
Chief Signal Officer, 
The Quartermaster General, 
The Surgeon General, 
Chief of Cavalry, 
Chief of Field Artillery, 
Chief of Infantry, and 
September 6, 1940. 
The Judge Advocate General. C J.nl. 
(SEE DIS'lRIBUTION SHEET ATTACHED). U! · V 
1. An Intelligence Section in the Offices of Chiefs of Arms 
and S~rvices will be established anQ maintained for the f~llowing 
purposes: 
~. The Military Intelligence Division, TInr Department 
General Staff, receives and disseminates foreign military information 
of a comprehensive neture. It sends out information bulletins of various 
kinds and maintains digests and estimates on foreign countries. It 
recognizes that in principle, only the user knows what information he 
wants, and only Tl'hen it reaches the user is sti.ch information of any 
value. But the Division does not always kno,., what information is "anted 
by those agencies which can use it, nor can it in all cases disseminate 
information directly to those agencies. 
b. An essential link in the intelligence chain is, there-
fore, a section in the office of the Chicf of Arm or Service which can 
receive, collat~ and pass on to M.I.D. requests for information wanted 
Jl by the using agencie:s of that Arm or Service, and can disseminate to those agencies informati~n which M.I.~', obtains: The needs of the Arms 
and Services'frequently ~nclude techn~cal qucst~ons that can be stated 
intelligently'only by a specialist • 
.£. Requests for information rlill be digested and collated 
by the intelligence seGtions of the Arms and Services before being 
passed on to~LI.D. The former vrill make sure tha.t such requests do not 










responsible that all information received or available is disseminated 
to all agencies of their Arm or Service vlhich might have use for it. 
2. The reproduction of information received from M.I.D. is 
al:l.thorized, in accordance with Army Regulations, su'uject to the follow-
ing provisions: 
a. Authority will first be obtained from the A. C. of S., 
G-2, except in the case of documents marked nNo Objection to Publication 
in Service Journals. 1I These may be reproduced without reference to the 
A. C. of S., G-2. 
b. The source of the information will be unmistakably 
indicated. If whole documents, or excerpts thereof, are reproduced, 
they will contain all of the identifying notations contained on the 
original G-2 documents. If abstracts or interpretations be made of the 
information, it will be indicated that the basic information was .obtained 
from 0-2. . 
c. The classification of the information will not be 
lower than that of the original document. 
d. Each document reproducec in whole, or in major part, 
will contain the following statement: 
BASED ON: 
OOMPARED: 
IThis information, obtained from G-2 
sources as indicated hereo:!, has been repro-
ducQd in the Office of --------------------Any requests for additional copies of this 
document ~ill be made to the Office of 
~ __ ~~ __ ~~ __ ~~~_____________ and not to 
the A. C. of S., G-2. II 
By order of the Secretary of War: 









MISCEILANEW.§..PIDSION, iA.. G. O. 
lastribution Sheet 
July 2, 1940 
DISPATCH DESK. Plea.se send copies to: 
Q.Qm§. 
~NERAL STAF~, etc. 
Chief of Staff 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
q tary, Ge!"~eral Staff a- . of S., Personnel Division (G-l). 
!. Cy. S., Military Illtelligence Division (G-2). 
• 
of S., Operations & Training Division (G-3). 
of So; Supply Division (G-4). 
of S., War Plans Division. 
Off~of the Secretary of War 
J~ce of The Assistant Secretary of War 
Army Industrial College 
Office of the Assistant Chief Clerk 
Director of Personnel, War Department 
! WAR DEPARTMENT ARMS, SERVICES AND BUREAU (EXCEPT SUPPLY) . f of Cavalry ef of Field Artillery 
. f of Infantry 
3 
Qhlet d ••• Wet j or,,"!.. ~"Qrd ~'loI!-eau 
SUPPLY A1u.$ AND SERVICES 
of Coast Artillery 
of Air Corps 
of Chemical Warfare Service 
of Engineers 
of Ordnance 
REFERENCE AGO mimeo. It;:-;'~~40, 1 
AG. 321.19 M.l.D. (8-16-40}M-B~, I 
. ~~ject-: Intelligence Sections . 
J 
in the Offices of ChieiS of Arms 
and Services. . 
ACW/jh/ehb .. 
j , t i----------.------... -.......< .. 
e Signal Officer 
Quartermaster General 
Surgeon General , 
(6ltief of FillU"N) 
''''~ral Adams .. 
Cy. 
i-~ral UUo I ~Ro.e, Exec. Off. 
·Cy. , Cy. 
Th~ Adjutant General 
ARMIES. 
Commanding General, 1st Army, Governors Island, New York. 
2nd Army, U.S. P.O. Bldg., Chicago; Illinoioo 
3rd Army, U.S. P.O. Bldg., Atlanta, Georgia • 
. 4th Army, Presidio of San Francisco, California. 
CORPS AREAS: 
Commanding General, lst Corps Area, Anny Base, Boston J Massachusetts. 
2nd Corps Aree., Governors Isle.nd, Hew York. 
3rd Corps Area, P.O. and Court House, Baltimore, Md. 
4th Corps Area, Atlanta, Ga. 
5th Corps Area; Ft. Hayes, Columbus, Ohio. 














D..c\" : January 14, 1987 
Kq1I,",u. 
Annclf : mn"~.87-101m.n-i 
Robert L. Bolin 
University Station 
Box 3502 
~~scow, ID 83843-0476 
You -m 'ind on cmswer 10 your inquiry in the statement(s' checked below. 
1. Ii] The endOMCi information will help answer)'Our recen; i~iry. 
\rtlsblngtoll. DC 20408 
2. 0 The lDCItedal)'OU ordered 0 as enclosed 0 will be mailed in about ____ _ 
week(s'. 
J. 0 YourordercostsS _____ _ 
.. 0 Your..tund o' S ___ 0 Is enclosed 0 will be unt by Treasury chedt in a 
~, few weeks. 
5. 0 AG 321.19I'IID 6 Sept. 1940. 
l)v~*~k¥ 
l,HLBERT MAHONEY 
i'o':ilitary Reference Branch 
Hilitary Archives Division 
.,('1. 
, 
----_ .. _--
